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This Workshop

This is the online component of a research 
skill workshop. Combined with the in class 
component, this workshop provides an 
overview and information references that 
supply critical knowledge to help you 
succeed in this course.

This workshop covers tips on designing your 
wiki project for this course. 



Example

Please take a close look at the example Wiki 
Expert page on the course wiki (Example 
Wiki: FrankR).

Note how frank combined scholarly and 
non-scholarly sources, graphics, and videos 
to explore Apple’s iTunes and Peer-to-Peer 
music file sharing.



Research What?
Academics tend to do research on things 
that they find interesting, either broadly or 
specifically based on their own experiences.

Also, researchers may choose a topic for 
which they have special access (eg. know 
someone who works for Google).

For example, my first formal research was 
based on my interest in radio and an article I 
read in a magazine about someone running 
an unlicensed station.



Pragmatics Checklist
Here are some things to consider when 
choosing a wiki expert topic:

1. Are you interested enough to spend many, 
many hours on this topic?

2. Is it possible to cover your wiki topic in 
the time you have with information you can 
reasonable gather?

3. Do you have ready access to the people, 
places, information you need to address your 
topic?



Communication!
Keep in mind this is a communication course, 
so topics must have a communication 
“element.”

Communication is pretty broad and includes 
media, uses of media, how people communicate 
and the devices we use, and communication 
processes.

Make sure your topic involves the internet as a 
topic and as a source of information. These 
days, that should be easy.

Always ask: “Where is the communication in 
my topic?”



What to Research?

Researching something that you find 
interesting is crucial. Good research takes a 
lot of time and effort and it is important for 
your sanity and motivation that you find a 
topic and question that holds your interest.

Ask yourself: are you interested and curious 
enough to really dig deep into this topic?

What are you really interested in?



Can I get Information 
on my Topic?

You will need to gather both scholarly and 
popular media articles on your topic as well 
as multimedia. 

Can you find the information you will need?

Is there a way you can approach your topic 
that can increase your odds of finding the 
information that you need in the forms 
required?



Break it Down
While a research project involves solving a 
problem - addressing your topic - it is 
important to remember one key concept:

Every problem is made up of many smaller 
problems.

Research is systematically organizing and 
addressing these smaller problems, which 
leads to addressing your topic.



Workshop Tasks

To earn credit you need to post a substantive 100+ word 
comment on this workshop’s wiki page and complete the 
following tasks and bring them to class.

1. Review the wiki assignment.

2. Come with 3 ideas for topics you may want to explore for 
the research assignment. Under each, identify the 
“communication” element.

3. Be prepared to discuss your assignment options.

4. There is no team presentation element in this workshop.


