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Start Here

Here is what you need to do to get started.

1. Email me at the dedicated course email address 181@gmail.com immediately. This will allow me to verify your continued interest in the course, set-up your access to comment on the course wiki, and sign you up for the course listserv.

2. Buy the textbook. Yes, you need it ASAP and will read and use every page of it.

Castels, M (2003). The Internet Galaxy: Reflections on the Internet, Business, and Society. 

Oxford University Press, USA (old but still the best)

ISBN-10: 0199255776

ISBN-13: 978-0199255771

3. Visit the course wiki http://comm181.pbworks.com and review the syllabus, policies, course schedule, and assignments page and come to class with any questions. Take the course orientation workshop http://comm181.pbworks.com/w/page/16175427/Course-Orientation-Workshop.

4. NOTE: Regular access to a fully functional computer with internet access is a requirement for this course. Lack of internet access for failure to complete assignments or meet deadlines is not a valid excuse. Internet connected computers are available in multiple locations on campus and in public libraries. 
Communication

Email

All class communication is via the class dedicated course email address 181@gmail.com. DO NOT contact me at my general SJSU email address. I have 5 classes and need to keep students and assignments organized. 

Google Groups listserv

All electronic communication is directed via the course list. I will send weekly reminders of the course schedule and due dates as well any schedule or assignment changes or answers to questions that would benefit all students.

Phone
This is the worst way to reach me. Please do not use the phone to contact me. I do not check voice mail regularly and am only on campus twice a week.
Navigation

This course uses two websites, the courses Desire2Learn website and a wiki http://comm181.pbworks.com/I limit the use of D2L (1) because I do not have control of who gets access and students can be denied access for a wide variety of reasons, (2) it is difficult to work with and has limited functionality, and (3) is not dependable and has very limited tech support.

The Desire2 Learn Website is used for:

1. Quizzes

2. Your grades

3. Example assignments

The Course Wiki is used for everything else including but not limited to:

1. The Syllabus 

2. Weekly Schedule for the entire term

3. Assignments

4. Course workshops

5. Course policies

6. All instructional resources.

Terms of Service

Please carefully review these course policies on classroom behavior and late assignments.

General Behavior

Don’t be a jerk. Show respect for your peers, the course, and myself. If you do not want to be in class or would rather be doing something else than participate, then don’t come. 

Food and Drink

Eating and drinking in class is okay as long as it is not disruptive (noisy/smelly), you pick-up after yourselves, and clean up any spills.

Tardiness

Being late to class is disruptive and rude. It is your responsibility to be in class when it begins. If you have a schedule or an event that may result in you being late then contact me ahead of time. Extreme tardiness may result in loss of credit for in-class activities. At the very least, expect to be called out on it if you are late.

Policy on Personal Electronic Devices

Personal Electronic Devices (PED) includes laptops, tablets, mobile phones, or any web enabled communication device. PEDs are ubiquitous both in and outside the classroom. Research and my own experience finds that when someone is using a PED they are, for all practical purposes, “absent” from class as completely as if they are physically gone. Of course, for the individual student, being physically absent is a personal choice.

However, in-class use of PEDs ceases to be a personal choice when it has negative impacts on peers and the course. Experience has shown that:

PED use is annoying and distracting to those around you and interferes with your peer’s classroom experience. Students complain about PED use regularly. 

PED users are much more likely to ask questions on information that has already been discussed in class. This wastes class time and is annoying to both your peers and myself. This is effectively stealing other’s time – time which they and taxpayers have paid for.

PED users are much more likely to be confused on class assignments and expectations or miss critical information with three results:

1. Contacting the instructor with requests for repeating information disseminated in class, which is disrespectful of my time.

2.  Being much more likely to misinterpret assignment directions and miss important deadlines and instructions and thus receive lower grades or no points for missed assignments/deadlines.

3. Habitual in class PED users earn poorer final grades.

Rules on use of Policy on Personal Electronic Devices

1. PEDs are to be kept off desktops and on silent mode at all times (ear phones should be removed and stored).

2. Checking PEDs for messages, texting, or any other activity is prohibited.

3. Students who violate this policy will receive one warning (for the semester). After that, the student will be ejected from the class session and forfeits any class activity points for that day. 

PED use is allowed when:

• It is explicitly authorized by the instructor. Laptops and smart phones may be used for some activities or during breaks.

• If students have an ongoing need to be available via mobile phone such as communication with young children, family medical issues, or other similar serious and compelling reasons they need to contact me to work out an arrangement immediately.  

• If students have a serious and compelling reason on a particular day such as an emergency situation involving family or work they need to contact me at the start of class and exit the classroom to answer calls or text replies. Note that abuse of this privilege will not be tolerated.  

It is unfortunate that such a strict policy has become necessary, but PED use in the classroom has gotten completely out of hand. 

Missed Assignment Policy

Deadlines for assignments are required for several important reasons. The first is that it keeps students together and moving forward at the same rate. This allows enough time to cover all course material over the semester. Moreover, deadlines help students to distribute their workload and ensure enough time and attention to successfully complete assignments. Second, instructors usually teach between 3 and 5 classes (or more) per term. Designing a course is complex and requires a tight schedule. These classes, in turn, must be scheduled so that they do not conflict with each other and there is enough time for the instructor to assist students and grade assignments in all his/her classes.  

Late assignments complicate this schedule and need to be made-up within specific framework to lessen their negative impact. Therefore, this class uses the following Missed Assignment Policy:

Regular access to a fully functional computer with internet access is a requirement for this course. Lack of internet access as an excuse for failure to complete assignments or meet deadlines is not a valid excuse. 

Since quizzes are open and available from the start of the term, (and close as we finish covering the material) quiz make-ups will only be allowed for students who did not have access to D2L due to administrative issues such as late adds, suspension due to financial issues, or verified technical problems with D2L. To avoid problems, do not wait until the last day to take the quizzes.

Students who miss assignments due to legitimate excuses for unplanned/unscheduled events such as illness, emergencies, or sudden changes in work schedule must contact the instructor by the next class period via email only (for documentation purposes) to request permission to make-up these assignments. If approved, students must make-up the missed assignments with the specific timeframe proscribed by the instructor (usually 1 week). Requests made to make up assignments after the Missed Assignment Policy deadline will be rejected. Assignments submitted after the specific timeframe proscribed by the instructor will not be accepted. Please do not come to me at the end of the semester with a list of assignments you wish to make-up – you will be disappointed.

Students with regular or planned absences due to sanctioned campus activities, work, family issues, deployment, or other unavoidable occurrences need to contact the instructor immediately, explain the situation, and (if accepted as valid) come to an understanding on the best course of action. Please note, the range for valid excuses is limited and if there are many times students will miss class then the best course of action is to drop.

Athletes must provide documentation and a game schedule PRIOR to missing any deadlines or assignments. After-the-fact requests for make-ups will not be honored.

Any alternative assignments or submissions for scheduled missed class sessions with graded assignments or activities must be turned in PRIOR to the deadline or day missed to earn credit.

Grade Review Policy

If you feel that the points you received on an assignment do not reflect your work, you have the right to ask for a grade review. Please note that the fact you may have worked “really hard” or “spent and lot of time” on an assignment is irrelevant for a grade review. To ensure fairness and transparency, grade reviews must follow a step-by-step process that outlined in detail on the Grade Review page on the course wiki.

